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He answered: < I repent of my crimes, but I know not
whether my penitence is accepted or not. If thou knowest
one learned man who has been left alive in the realm, lead
me to him, that we may inquire from him concerning the
truth of the case.' The official replied : c Thy case is like
that of the king who arrived in his travels at a village
where a cock was crowing at an improper time. The
potentate became angry, and issued orders to kill all the
cocks in that village, which were duly executed. At bed-
time the king said : " Awaken me when the cock crows,
that we may depart from this place." One of the courtiers,
however, said: " 0 king ! this is impossible, because in thy
wrath thou hast not left one single cock alive, that we
might awaken thee by his crowing."' The anxiety of
Talut increased at these words, and after he had made a
solemn promise to the official that he would hereafter not
commit any such deeds, the latter informed him that the
woman whom he had formerly ordered to be killed was
yet alive. Talut then met her and asked her whether his
repentance had been accepted or rejected ? The old woman
replied: ' I do not know; we will, however, go to the
tomb of Shamuil, and may possibly obtain a reply there
concerning this important matter.3 Accordingly Talut
went with the old woman and the official to the sepulchre
of Shamuil, where she offered her prayers, and, craving
intercession through the ineffable name, said: * 0 tenant
of this grave, come forth from it by the permission of the
Most High!' Shamuil then arose from the sepulchre,
shook off the dust from his head, face, and body, manifested
his astonishment on beholding these three persons, and
asked: 'Has perchance the day of the resurrection
dawned?' They replied: 'No, But Talut has a great
matter in hand, by which he is greatly troubled. He
desires to inquire from thee whether his repentance is
accepted or not.'69 Shamuil asked: '0 T&lut, what hast
thou committed after my decease ?' He replied : ' 0 prc-

69 1 Samuel, ch. xxviii. 15: l And Saul answered, I am sore dis-
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